Hierarchical objects Task force - Charter 
1. Motivation

"Hierarchical objects" is an important topic for Europeana's network of projects and providers. The implementation of solutions in the Europeana portal has been delayed mainly due to the fact that the complex data needed to develop new functionalities were not available in the flat Europeana Semantics Elements (ESE) model.

The Europeana Data Model (EDM) offers now new possibilities to represent such complex data. There is now a real need for more practical examples showing some best practices for representing of complex objects. 

The main work of the task force will first consist in identifying different cases where hierarchies (including sequenced hierarchies) could represent a challenge. For example, a book where each page has been digitised separately, an archival fonds, a film divided in several sequences.

For each of the identified cases the task force will provide a representation in EDM.
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2. Scope

Activities include: 

· Gathering case studies demonstrating how each domain defines hierarchical objects and how they are represented in an interface.

· Case studies will come from the taskforce ‘s participants

· Additional cases studies from Europeana related projects may be added (e.g. ECLAP, Newspapers Online)

· Collecting data samples describing hierarchical objects

· Providing best practices for mapping decisions to EDM.

· Proposing display solutions for implementation to Europeana 

3. Deliverable

The taskforce on hierarchical objects will be considered successful if a report is delivered in due time on:

- a consensual set of hierarchical object cases, with samples of data

- solutions have been proposed for representing these cases

This deliverable will seek to benefit to all parties involved in the delivery of hierarchical object data in the Europeana context: Europeana gets richer data and providers have their objects represented in a better way in Europeana. The report may also benefit to other (non-Europeana) aggregation cases. 

4. Out of Scope 

The group will not work on the following topics: 

- virtual exhibitions as complex objects

- specific type of "collections"  (will be developed in another taskforce)

5. Dependancies 

These projects are working on similar topics and might bring relevant inputs to the taskforce:
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6. Participation

Participants of this taskforce represent the different domains involved in Europeana : libraries, archives, museums and audio visual archives. They must be willing to actively participate to the preparation of the deliverable and to attend the relevant teleconferences and meetings. 

7. Communication

The group will use the mailing-list: 

Working documents will be stored in EuropeanaPro. Public documents and announcements will be shared on the EuropeanaTech wiki: http
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